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Jesus’s disciples asked a lot of bad quesƟ ons during 
their tenure with him: “Lord, do you want us to tell 
fi re to come down from heaven and consume them?” 
(Luke 9:54). But they occasionally got it right: “Teach 
us to pray,” they asked (Luke 11:1). Our Lord must 
have beamed with joy at the opportunity to teach 
his beloved friends how to enjoy fellowship with the 
Father.

So, with his disciples and an eager crowd gathered on 
the mountainside one aŌ ernoon, Jesus taught them 
to pray. The words that followed in Luke 
11:2–4 are among the most famous ever 
spoken: “Our Father who art in heaven 
. . .”

The words are brief and recited easily 
by a child, but let’s not be misled by the 
prayer’s brevity or familiarity. The Lord’s 
Prayer is rightly understood to be the 
most important prayer for ChrisƟ ans, 
but it’s more than that.  J. I. Packer cites 
Tertullian, who called it a “summary 
of the gospel,” and Thomas Watson, who called it 
a “body of divinity.” Packer himself said the Lord’s 
Prayer is “a key to the whole business of living,” 
adding, “What it means to be a ChrisƟ an is nowhere 
clearer than here.”

The Lord’s Prayer is not just a prayer; it’s a vision 
for life in Christ’s inbreaking kingdom. It’s an 
acknowledgment of the injusƟ ce, hunger, and evil 
of this broken world. It’s a statement of faith, a call 
to worship, and a baƩ le cry. It’s a bold pleading for 
divine glory, social renewal, and heaven-on-earth 
transformaƟ on. 

And thus, the Lord’s Prayer is not just meant to be 
prayed; it’s meant to be lived.

If we pray the prayer honestly, we’ll be moved 
to embrace childlike dependence, wholehearted 
worship, love for one another, and parƟ cipaƟ on in 
God’s mission.

Our Posture: Childlike Dependence
In the MaƩ hew 6 account, Jesus doesn’t 
start with how to pray but how not 
to pray. Jesus contrasts two ways of 
approaching prayer. One is the posture 
of performaƟ ve spirituality—doing 
religious acƟ viƟ es to be noƟ ced by God 
and others. The second approach is 
childlike dependence—acknowledging 
our uƩ er reliance on our Heavenly 
Father.

Yet the Lord’s Prayer only makes sense 
within the context of childlike faith and dependence. 
We acknowledge it’s God’s kingdom we live in, not 
ours. We ask humbly for daily provision, knowing we 
can’t ensure our own survival and fl ourishing apart 
from Him. We beg for forgiveness, protecƟ on, and 
deliverance just as a young child asks for help and 
safety as she prepares to fall asleep at night.

There’s no way to honestly live the Lord’s Prayer 
without seeing that we’re hungry, needy children at 
the feet of a good and loving Father.
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Pastʝɠ GȾeɒ

Brennan Manning 
tells the following 
story of an old 
man who was 
dying of cancer.

The man’s 
daughter had 

asked the local priest to come and pray with her father. 
When the priest arrived, he found the man lying in 
bed with his head propped up on two pillows and an 
empty chair beside his bed. The priest assumed that 
the old fellow had been informed of his visit. “I guess 
you were expecting me,” he said.

“No, who are you?”

“I’m the new associate at your parish,” the priest 
replied. “When I saw the empty chair, I Þ gured you 
knew I was going to show up.”
“Oh yeah, the chair,” said the bedridden man. “Would 
you mind closing the door?”

Puzzled, the priest shut the door.

“I’ve never told anyone this, not even my daughter,” 
said the man. “But all of my life I have never known 
how to pray. At the Sunday Mass I used to hear the 
pastor talk about prayer, but it always went right over 
my head…

“I abandoned any attempt at prayer,” the old man 
continued, “until one day about four years ago my best 
friend said to me, ‘Joe, prayer is just a simple matter 
of having a conversation with Jesus. Here’s what I 
suggest. Sit down on a chair, place an empty chair in 
front of you, and in faith see Jesus on the chair. It’s not 
spooky because he promised, ‘I’ll be with you always.’ 
Then just speak to him and listen in the same way 
you’re doing with me right now.”

“So, Father, I tried it and I’ve liked it so much that I do 
it a couple of hours every day. I’m careful, though. If 
my daughter saw me talking to an empty chair, she’d 
either have a nervous breakdown or send me off to the 
funny farm.”

The priest was 
deeply moved 
by the story and 
encouraged the old guy to continue on the journey. 
Then he prayed with him, anointed him with oil, and 
returned to the rectory.

Two nights later the daughter called to tell the priest 
that her daddy had died that afternoon.

“Did he seem to die in peace?” he asked.

“Yes, when I left the house around two o’clock, he 
called me over to his bedside, told me one of his corny 
jokes, and kissed me on the cheek. When I got back 
from the store an hour later, I found him dead. But 
there was something strange, Father. In fact, beyond 
strange—kinda weird. Apparently, just before Daddy 
died, he leaned over and rested his head on a chair 
beside the bed.”
f
rom Abba’s Child by Brennan Manning, Colorado Springs: 
NavPress, 1994, pg. 126-7)

 John, who was known as the beloved disciple, 
wrote twice in his Gospel of the time that he laid his 
head on Jesus’s chest in a moment of intimacy. (John 
13:23, 25; 21:20) It was a special memory for John, one 
that assured him that he was indeed a “disciple whom 
Jesus loved.”
 Brennan Manning writes, “The Christ of faith 
is no less accessible to us in his present risenness 
than was the Christ of history in his human ß esh to 
the beloved disciple.” We can have the same kind of 
relationship with Jesus that John did.
 Do you have that kind of relationship with 
Jesus? Are you and Jesus so close that you can converse 
with him as you would with a friend? Do you know 
that he loves you passionately and that he is interested 
in you and wants to listen to everything that you have 
to say? Can you lay your head on his chest and feel his 
heartbeat?
 That’s the kind of relationship that 
Jesus wants to have with you.

The Empty Chair
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Our Focus: Wholehearted Worship
The Lord’s Prayer is Jesus’s psalm. It follows the 
structure and fl ow of many psalms, including 
elements of praise, lament, supplicaƟ on (praying for 
our own needs), and intercession (praying for others). 
It invites us out of self-centeredness and into a life of 
wholehearted worship.

To pray 
“hallowed 
be your 
name” is to 
approach 
God not 
only as 
Father but 
also as 
Lord and 
King. Jesus invites us to pray and live in a state 
of wholehearted worship, to walk before God 
genuinely, conƟ nually, and with undivided hearts. 
Wholehearted worship (Ps. 86:11) is the anƟ dote to 
idolatry (Ex. 34:11–17), greed (MaƩ . 6:19–21), and 
moving on from our fi rst love (Rev. 2:4).

To pray “hallowed be your name” is to center our 
lives on Jesus and His eternal kingdom. It’s to reject 
living for the praise that comes from others. It’s to 
reject the need to be popular or do grand things to 
build up our own names. It’s to give the enƟ rety of 
our beings to God and to discover the true joy and 
peace that comes in total submission to Him.

Our Relationships: Love for One Another
It’s an overlooked and beauƟ ful dimension of the 
Lord’s Prayer that no singular pronouns are used. 
There’s no “I” or “me.” Instead, Jesus invites us to 
pray with the corporate pronouns “us,” “we,” and 
“our.”

The Lord’s Prayer reorients our individualisƟ c frame 
and helps us to admit and savor how interconnected 
we are with the church. By shiŌ ing our prayers 

from singular to corporate, Jesus reminds us of the 
second great commandment, to love your neighbor 
as yourself (MaƩ . 22:39), and His so-called new 
commandment, to love one another (John 13:34–35).

Praying the Lord’s Prayer moves us toward our 
brothers and sisters’ pracƟ cal needs. To pray for 
our daily bread is to idenƟ fy with fellow believers 
who lack resources, peace, and hope. To pray for 
forgiveness is to admit we oŌ en mistreat one another 
and must return to each other, again and again, to 
forgive and pull up the ugly weeds of biƩ erness.

To pray the Lord’s Prayer honestly is to be moved to 
love one another quickly and comprehensively.

Our Mission: Participation in God’s Work
UlƟ mately, we cannot pray the Lord’s Prayer without 
stepping into our broken world as Jesus’s disciples. 
The Lord’s Prayer empowers us to parƟ cipate in 
Jesus’s work and fulfi ll God’s world mission. We 

aren’t just praying 
for God’s name to be 
hallowed or His kingdom 
to come only in the 
church but “on earth as it 

i s in heaven.” Just as these 
words lead us to love one 
another in the church, 
they also call us to share 
Christ’s love with those 
outside the church.

To pray “give us today our 
daily bread” is to idenƟ fy 

with the hunger (physical and spiritual) of those 
around the world, moving us to feed the hungry and 
fi ght against global poverty. To pray for forgiveness 
(“forgive us our debts”) and from forgiveness (“as we 
also have forgiven our debtors”) means we’ll oŌ en 
have to seek the forgiveness of our neighbors and 
coworkers. To pray “deliver us from evil” moves us to 
work for the deliverance of others from 
the Evil One’s cruel and unjust schemes.

continues on page 5
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12:30pm-2:30pm
 in the Food Court

Mondays

Scan to give!

To pray and live the Lord’s Prayer is to fulfi ll the 
mission Christ prayed over us at the Last Supper: “As 
you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the 
world” (John 17:18).

As Frederick Buechner put it,

We do well not to pray the Lord’s Prayer lightly. It 
takes guts to pray it at all. To speak those words is to 
invite the Ɵ ger out of the cage, to unleash a power 
that makes atomic power look like a warm breeze.

Buechner reminds us that the Lord’s Prayer is a song 
of promise that will one day be fulfi lled. One day, it 
will be on earth as it is in heaven. All shall be well. 
UnƟ l then, we pray.

The Lord’s Prayer Is Meant to Be Lived
continued from page 4
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1138 South Yale  Tulsa, OK  74112-5395  (918) 834-0891 

Return Service Requested  

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Thursday

9:00am - 12:00pm ~ 1:00pm - 4:00pm

Church website:  hƩ p://www.wrctulsa.org
facebook.com/Will Rogers Church Tulsa OK

W   S @ :   
Everyone’s Welcome Nobody’s Perfect Anything’s Possible

S S @ :

Service times:
10:15am - Blended Worship 

Livestreaming
Find link on Facebook or www.wrctulsa.org

9:00am - Sunday School


